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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

1. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 18, 21, and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention 
is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Claim 18 recites a computer program, per 
se. Claims 21 and 22 recite a data structure (desired content descriptor) on a record 
medium and the data structure does not impart any functionality to a computer. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

3. Claims 1, 7-10, 12, 13, 16, and 19-22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by US Patent 5,526,130 to Kim et al. (hereafter referenced as Kim). 

Regarding claim 1, "a method for recording content on a record medium 
(2) that contains a desired content descriptor (3)" reads on the video cassette 
recorder that records a broadcast program based on a program title (abstract and 
col.1, lines 9-16) disclosed by Kim and represented in Fig. 1. 
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As to "method comprising the steps of: reading said desired content 
descriptor (3) from said record medium (2)" Kim discloses (col. 2, lines 49-51) that 
the program title provided by user to record the program is read and encoded at 
the recording device. 

As to "scanning the content (10, 12) of at least one multimedia source (6, 
7) for desired content that matches said desired content descriptor (3)" Kim 
discloses (col. 2, lines 51-55) that the program title data inputted by user are 
detected and matched with broadcast program data received in the device. 

As to "recording said desired content on said record medium (3)" Kim 
discloses (col. 2, lines 60-62) that the recording device records matching 
broadcast program. 

Regarding claim 7, "the method, wherein said record medium (2) is suited 
for electric and/or magnetic and/or optic recording of content" Kim discloses 
(abstract) that the video cassette recorder is used to record program. 

Regarding claim 8, "the method, wherein said desired content descriptor 
(3) is a keyword or a list of keywords" Kim discloses (col.4, lines 45-56) that the 
user provides a program title by inputting word or words. 

Regarding claim 9, "the method, wherein said desired content descriptor 
(3) obeys a pre-defined content description format" Kim discloses (col. 5, lines 16- 
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19; col. 6, lines 22-27) that the broadcast schedule recognition data identifies 
predefined program title used to distinguish desired program title form the other 
program titles. 

Regarding claim 10, "the method, wherein said desired content descriptor 
(3) comprises multimedia samples" Kim discloses (col.4, lines 52-56) that the 
program titles inputted by user are for the desired broadcast program. 

Regarding claim 12, "the method, wherein said desired content descriptor 
(3) is defined by the user of said method" Kim discloses (col.4, lines 46-47) that 
the user provides a program title via data input device. 

Regarding claim 13, "the method, wherein said content (10, 12) from at 
least one multimedia source (6, 7) comprises image and/or audio and/or text 
information" Kim discloses (col.4, lines 37-38; col.6, lines 10-13) that the image 
signal, transmitted from broadcast station, is received through the tuner of 
receiving device as represented in Fig. 1 (element 20). 

Regarding claim 16, The method according to claim 13, wherein said step 
of scanning the content (1 0, 1 2) of said at least one multimedia source (6, 7) for 
said desired content comprises image and/or audio and/or word processing" Kim 
discloses (col. 2, lines 51-55; col.4, lines 37-38) that the image signal, transmitted 
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from broadcast station, is received through the tuner of receiving device where 
the program titles are scanned and detected to match with user inputted program 
title. 

Regarding claim 19, "a device (1) for recording content (10, 12) on a 
record medium (2) that contains a desired content descriptor (3)" reads on the 
video cassette recorder that records a broadcast program based on a program 
title (abstract and col.1 , lines 9-16) disclosed by Kim and represented in Fig. 1 . 

As to "device comprising: means (16) for reading said desired content 
descriptor (3) from said record medium (2)" Kim discloses (col. 2, lines 49-51) that 
the program title provided by user to record the program is read and encoded at 
the recording device. 

As to "means (1 3, 1 5) for scanning the content (1 0, 1 2) of at least one 
multimedia source (6, 7) for desired content that matches said desired content 
descriptor (3)" Kim discloses (col. 2, lines 51-55) that the program title data 
inputted by user are detected and matched with broadcast program data 
received in the device. 

As to "means (18) for recording said desired content on said record 
medium (2)" Kim discloses (col. 2, lines 60-62) that the recording device records 
matching broadcast program. 
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Regarding claim 20, "the device (1), wherein said means for scanning (13, 
1 5) the content (1 0, 1 2) of said at least one multimedia source (6, 7) for said 
desired content comprises means (13) for image and/or audio and/or word 
processing" Kim discloses (col.4, lines 37-38; col. 6, lines 10-13) that the image 
signal, transmitted from broadcast station, is received through the tuner of 
receiving device as represented in Fig. 1 (element 20). 

Regarding claim 21, "a record medium (2) containing a desired content 
descriptor (3)" reads on the video cassette recorder that records a broadcast 
program based on a program title (abstract and col.1, lines 9-16) disclosed by 
Kim and represented in Fig. 1 . 

As to "wherein said desired content descriptor (3) can be read from said 
record medium (2) to trigger the scanning of content (10, 1 2) of at least one 
multimedia source (6, 7)" Kim discloses (col. 2, lines 49-51) that the program title 
provided by user to record the program is read and encoded at the recording 
device. Kim further discloses (col.2, lines 51-55) that the program title data 
inputted by user are detected and matched with broadcast program data 
received in the device. 

As to "for desired content that matches said desired content descriptor (3) 
and that is recorded on said record medium (2)" Kim discloses (col.2, lines 60- 
62) that the recording device records matching broadcast program. 
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Regarding claim 22, "the record medium (2), wherein said record medium 
(2) is suited for electric and/or magnetic and/or optic recording of content" " Kim 
discloses (abstract) that the video cassette recorder is used to record program. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 2-6, 11, 14, and 15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Kim et al in view of US PG Pub 2002/0174430 to Ellis et al (hereafter 
referenced as Ellis). 

Regarding claim 2, Kim meets all the limitations of the claim except "the 
method according to claim 1, wherein said desired content descriptor (3) is 
already contained in a blank of said record medium (2)." However, Ellis 
discloses fl|0175) that the personalization information for user is automatically 
stored on the device based on user profiles, preferences, viewing history, or 
recording history. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills 
in the art at the time of the invention to automatically store program title 
information as taught by Ellis in order to automatically record programs that 
match the personalization program information without user entering program 
title information (1101 75). 
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Regarding claim 3, "the method, wherein said desired content descriptor 
(3) is not already contained in a blank of said record medium (2)" Ellis discloses 
(110170 and 110175) that the system stores personalization information based on 
user profile on the empty/blank storage device since it was not stored previously 
on the storage unit. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary 
skills in the art at the time of the invention to automatically store program title 
information as taught by Ellis in order to automatically record programs that 
match the personalization program information without user entering program 
title information 010175). 

Regarding claim 4, "the method, wherein said desired content descriptor 
(3) contained in said record medium (2) cannot be further altered or augmented" 
Ellis discloses (110184) that the edit button may or may not provide user with the 
ability to edit program information as represented in Fig. 3. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention 
to automatically store program title information as taught by Ellis in order to 
automatically record programs that match the personalization program 
information without user entering program title information (^01 75). 

Regarding claim 5, "the method, wherein said desired content descriptor 
(3) contained in said record medium (2) can be further altered and augmented" 
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Ellis discloses 010184) that the edit button provides user with the ability to edit 
program information as represented in Fig. 3. Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to 
automatically store program title information as taught by Ellis in order to 
automatically record programs that match the personalization program 
information without user entering program title information (^01 75). 

Regarding claim 6, "the method, wherein said desired content descriptor 
(3) can be transferred from said record medium (2) to a record medium (2) of the 
same type or to a record medium (2) of a different type" Ellis discloses (1J0172) 
that the audio/video signals for programs are transferred between PVR and VCR 
as represented in Fig. 2A (elements 208, 210). Therefore, it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to transfer 
program information between recording mediums as taught by Ellis in order to 
simplify the use of such systems while providing additional functionality to 
television viewers (110009). 

Regarding claim 11, "the method, wherein said desired content descriptor 
(3) is a pre-defined content descriptor" Ellis discloses (110175) that the 
personalization information for program titles are automatically stored based on 
user profiles, preferences, viewing history, or recording history of the user. 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the 



flrt Unit: 2623 

time of the invention to automatically store program title information as taught by 
Ellis in order to automatically record programs that match the personalization 
program information without user entering program title information (U0175). 

Regarding claim 14, "the method, wherein said at least one multimedia 
source (6, 7) is a receiver (6) for television and/or radio programs" Ellis discloses 
(U0171) that the broadcast signals are transmitted from a set-top box to recording 
equipment as represented in Fig. 2A (elements 202, 204). Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention 
to receive signals from receiver as taught by Ellis in order to record or view 
programs that match with user personalization program information. 

Regarding claim 15, "the method, wherein said at least one multimedia 
source (6, 7) is a device (7) that is connected to a computer network, in particular 
to the internet" Ellis discloses (110163) that the set-top box receives data from 
wide area network such as Internet as represented in Fig. 1 (elements 118, 122). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skills in the art at the 
time of the invention to receive data using wide area computer network as taught 
by Ellis in order to provide additional data using link(s) to Internet web pages 
(110421). 
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6. Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Kim et al in view of US PG Pub 2006/0072354 to Ohnuma et al (hereafter 
referenced as Ohnuma). 

Regarding claim 17, Kim meets all the limitation of the claim except "the 
method, wherein said step of scanning the content (10, 1 2) of said at least one 
multimedia source (6, 7) for said desired content is performed dynamically 
depending on the available amount of content (10, 1 2) and/or on the already 
recorded content." However, Ohnuma discloses (H0123) that upon the 
instruction for reproduction of a program from user, viewing control application 
scans out programs recorded in the storage and reproduced the program for the 
user. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skills in the 
art at the time of the invention to scan the recorded program content on the 
device as taught by Ohnuma in order to reproduce the instructed program from 
the recording medium quicker than scanning other devices to reproduce a desire 
program. 

Regarding claim 18, "a computer program product directly loadable into 
the internal memory of a digital computer, comprising software code portions for 
performing the method steps when said product is run on a computer" Ohnuma 
discloses flI01 25 and ^01 26) that a program including series of processing step 
is installed in a computer. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of the 
ordinary skills in the art at the time of the invention to install the program on 
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computer readable medium as taught by Ohnuma so the user without TV 
equipments can use computer device to run the above operation. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

• US Patent 6,895,169 to Sprague discloses a method for VCR recording using 
keyword selection of broadcast data. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to PINKAL CHOKSHI whose telephone number is (571) 
270-3317. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8 - 5 pm (Alt. 
Friday off). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Brian Pendleton can be reached on 571-272-7527. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/PRC/ 

/Brian T. Pendleton/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2623 



